Illinois Wesleyan University

Digital Commons @ IWU
John Wesley Powell Student Research
Conference

2000, 11th Annual JWP Conference

Apr 15th, 3:00 PM - 4:30 PM

Relational Aggression in U.S. and Indonesian Children and
Adolescents: Gender, Developmental, and Cultural Comparisons
Elizabeth A. Jansen
Illinois Wesleyan University

Doran French, Faculty Advisor
Illinois Wesleyan University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc

Jansen, Elizabeth A. and French, Faculty Advisor, Doran, "Relational Aggression in U.S. and
Indonesian Children and Adolescents: Gender, Developmental, and Cultural Comparisons"
(2000). John Wesley Powell Student Research Conference. 4.
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2000/oralpres5/4

This Event is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital
Commons @ IWU with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this material in any
way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For
other uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights
are indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/ or on the work itself. This material
has been accepted for inclusion by faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information,
please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu.
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document.
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Oral Presentation 5.1
RELATIONAL AGGRESSION IN U.S. AND INDONESIAN CHILDREN AND
ADOLESCENTS: GENDER, DEVELOPMENTAL, AND CULTURAL
COMPARISONS.
Elizabeth A. Tansen and Doran French*
Department of Psychology, Illinois Wesleyan University

Previous studies of aggression in childhood have found that boys, as a group, are
more aggressive than girls. The majority of these studies, however, focus only on
physical aggression. Recently several studies have been conducted that differentiate
relational aggression from physical aggression. Relational aggression involves
harming others through the purposeful damage to their peer relationships (Le.,
spreading rumors or ostracizing a peer from a group activity). Several studies have
found sex differences in relational aggression, as well as physical aggression. The
present study explores gender, developmental, and cultural differences and
similarities in relational aggression in US and Indonesian children and adolescents'
free descriptions of disliked peers. Instances of physical and verbal aggression were
also coded. As hypothesized, the results of logistic regressions indicated that males
were more likely than females to describe physical aggressive behavior, while
females were more likely than males to describe relationally aggressive behavior.
These results were found across cultures and age groups. This study extends the
research on relational aggression by utilizing a new methodology for cross-cultural
research on relational aggression.

